
NO BEST AGE FOR MARRIAGE SA YS MARV JOHNS TON 
“Marry to Please Yourself; ’ ’ the First of the Three Great Eugenic Laws 

CBy 
MARY JOHNSTON. 

“AUKY to please yourself, 
that's the first eugenic law. 

Yes, marry to please your- 
selves—not the family, not the 

neighbors; not the uncle who may 

die and leave you sum thing if you 
please him: not your set, not tradi- 
tion, not Mrs. Grundy, not anyone 
nor anything else. 

Marry for love I,ove may be 
the overwhelming, the absolute pas- 
sion of Romeo and Juliet. Tristan 
and Isolde. Or it may be less than 
that, hut still love, good, hearty af- 
fection. a fc ling of hand and glove, 
of good comradeship and consider- 
able besides. It mr.y be “love me 

little, love me long Some temper- 
aments are cool like that. Hut It is 
love, liking—not family interest, 
not money, not business advantage, 
not anything but the pure, the nat- 
ural drawing each to the other of 
one certain man tin I one certain 
woman. 

This aof'ftn t mean mat >oq rrr» n 

to listen to advisors and weigh 
what they say. Your- reason and 

0 your heart will tell you there isn’t 
:t real common sense ns against a 

false common sense. It doesn’t 
mean that there isn’t in some cases 

a duty to others and a law of kind- 
ness that may keep you from mar- 

riage even though you love. It 

doesn’t, in short, m an blind self 
is h ness 

I»ve W isdom and Worldly Wisdom. 
Nor. nowadays does true marry- 

ing mean just bodily impulse with- 
out mental or spiritual discrimina- 
tion. A time w is when that might 
have been. Hut the human spirit 
is advancing beyond that. Marry- 
ing means that two worlds are com- 

ing together and that they may be- 

get other worlds, find that all are 

going to live in one system that 
we call the home. Now worlds are 

physical, emotional or psychic, 
mental and spiritual. 

It Is Imperfection if a man or a 

woman meet on one only of these 

planes and for the rest remain 

strangers or even foes. So, when 
W'e love, let us, if it he possible, 
love where it is wise to love—love 

wisely. Sometimes that wisdom 

and worldly wisdom happen to co- 

incide. Sometimes that wisdom is 

not worldly wisdom at all W hen 
that is the case, then worldly wis- 
dom must stand aside. A higher 
wisdom has the right of way. 

The voice with n la the voice tl it, 

all things taken t< getber. most 

truly counsels, and the voice to 
which in the end you must listen. 
If it d..es not tell you rightly noth- 

ing else can. If it e-ays to a y »ung 

man and woman, "Through the 

length and breadth and height of 

things Nye hdorg together!" then 
the probabilities are that they do 
so belong, and that cosmic values 
are being furthered by their mar- 

riage. 

Exaggerating the Conventions. 
Now cosmic values have a way 

of imperiously cutting across local 
and temporary values set up by 
any mundane group. In the end 
the cosmos wins. Hut the conflict 
may cause much suffering Time 
out of mind, in this matter of 
marriage, the Immediate, the tem- 

porary', the imagined, the conven- 

tional, have barred true love and 
true happiness, and true service 
through love and happiness. We In 
America think we do not interfere 
here, but we do! Perhaps not quite 
ns much as in certain other vast 
social groups, but quite sufficient- 
ly. Just at this moment ethnic, 
class, economic, religious and so- 

cial unlikenoHses—ev« ry one of 
them more fancied than real—are 
receiving a fresh airing. 

We are not going to say that 
conventions have no importance. 
They have a relative and partial 
importance. Hut we exaggerate 
them. We give them precedence 
when precedence belongs else 
where. In the world view, prece- 
dence belongs almost every time 
to honest love. 

“I weigh not true love by weight 
of purse, 

And beauty Is bcnuty, In every 
degree.” 

And says Shakespeare, 
"Bet me not to the marriage of 

true minds 
Admit impediments. Love is not 

love 
Which alters when It alteration 

finds 
But Is-Ars It out oven to the edge 

of doom 
We In America think we don't 

sin against youth and love and 
freedom and tin* world view, hut 
Wo do. 

The Second laicenir I.aw. 
Unllketicss In the flags under 

which our parents have l.ved, dif- 
forenroa In class, In wealth. In oc* 

cupatlon, in inherited dogma and 
creed, all, In tin- world view, go 
down before the deep, Inner atic- 

editor's note. Taking direct Issue 
uiih Gertrude Atherton, who last week 
urged that all wives of “old American 
slock. should feel obligated to have 
fro in three to five children in order 
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tinns of the heart ami mind. What, 
in the world view, a married pair 
is to do is to be happy and to 
garner experience' to make l.fe a 

wise, lovely and powerful tiling, 
and to manifest It and themselves 
In their offspring. 

Tile third eugenic law is, Don’t 
marry unless you love. Single life 
Is neither a crime nor an unhappi- 
ness. There is the world to love. 
There are goodness, truth and 
beauty to find and serve, vast uni- 
verses of mind, soul and spirit. 
Single life need not In the least 
be a frustrated life. That Is a 

monstrous thought that is dying 
from the world. Children of the 
mind, children of the soul and 
spirit, are often to the world and 
to out selves the most loved, the 
most significant, the most valued 

and valuable of children. More- 
over, we -live on, we perpetuate 
ourselves In these children, just as 

surely ns the tnarr.ed ones per- 
petuate themselves in the children 
of the body. 

But I am speaking now primarily 
for the marrying ones and the 
marrying ones in the United States. 
So we return to them. 
I> the \ nth of Today a Step-Down? 
There arises in our day a great 

clamor over the ways and the man- 
ners and the actions of American 
youth, male and female. Perhaps 
the accent is upon the latter—so 
different does she seem from her 
kind of yesterday and the day be- 
fore. But, if you will observe, the 
male, too. has his differences. 

Are they fatal, these unlikenesses 
to the past? I think not. On the 

whole, they may mark a little more 
evolved, a somewhat saner and*a 
fa.r^r condition of thing*. Of 
course there are faults. Were there 
none the parent generation would 
find itself too utterly removed from 
its offspring. Hut is the young man 

—is the young woman of today, 
with all her faults ujx>n her head— 
really a step down from the genera- 
tion immediately behind them, or 

from the mid-Victorian behind that? 
It would take a revelation that we 

have not to rn ike me believe it! 
Courage, independence, candor, 

ab lify to fake one's own part and 
face realities*, love of fix- open air 
and of justice, a widening mental 
and social outlook—such traits as 

these seem to me to be taking 
stronger hold. Welcome to them! 
They are good things for wives as 

foi husbands, for mothers as for 
fathers. 

On the whole, it seems to me the 
young woman of today, clgarets 
and so on to the contrary, is as 

wife and mother the superior of the 
young woman of Vesterday. 

Web ome also- the freer associa- 
tion of boys and girls, youths and 
maidens, men and wonjen in their 
20s and 30s, in play and work, 
in school and college, athletics 
and cultural societies, business 
and professions and homes, work 
days and holidays, week days and 
Sunday. Welcome their wider 
understanding of each oth*-r. their 
comradeship, their euality! It is 
better—eugenically better—that the 
man and the woman should have a 

Larger range of selection than has 
been the case in the past. 

lending row aid Late Marriage. 
Taken by the large, the present 

conditions surrounding courtship 
are as superior to those that ruled 
us in mid-Victorian days as our 

g-neral occidental method of free 
ohoic-e is superior to the oriental 
method of giving a veiled bride to 
a man she has never seen. Rio- 
b'gically and economically we are 

tending toward later marriage. But, 
within limits, there is no best age. 
Woman keeps her bloom much 
longer now, particularly her mental 
bloom—and marriage is becoming 
more and more mental and spirt 
tual. — 

It is better that the exclusive 
the perfervhl sox anpeal of the 
past should give way to wider 
harmonies, in which sex stili sounds, 
but in which now there is found a 

growdng richness of notes nni 
chords of a shared humanity. It is 
hotter that frankness cf speech in 
matters of sex should be with us 

rather than the ancient fearsome 
suppressions. 

I*o we really think that we were 

cleaner—we ourselves cleaner—in 
that day when as children and 

young folk the simple verities of 
nature were withheld front our 

knowledge as though they were 

serpents and arsenic? When there 
were all kinds of blutheard closets? 

THE HONORABLE TONY 
lontmmd from rage Two 

mlsi hief! Slip the boll behind me, 
Ida isy.". 

With a lust tout h on her hair, he 
was gone. He pulled the door to 

iH'hlitd him noiselessly, and stood 
leaning against It for a moment 
with bowed head Silence—a faint 
patter of feet—the heavy grating of 

(the bolt driven home. He raised 
his head 

"flood girl!" said the Honorable 
Tony. 

lie swung across to the table, 
felt for the matches and lit the 
lamp. A little wind passed through 
the (iiilgt room, bringing a distant 
murmur of voices, and far off foot- 
steps coming nearer. The flame In 
the lamp flickered and burned 
brighter, and the flame that danced 
In the «yes of the gentleman re- 
clining In the long chair flickered 
and burned brighter, too. though 
tiny, were discreetly lowered over 

n two-month old paper from Singa- 
pore Keen when the footsteps 
were on the rickety stairs he con- 
tinued to rend—even when the 
knock* rang out, hf did not lift 
those dancing eyes, lie flipped over 

the first page of the Singapore 
paper, and lifted his voice In wel- 
come. leavened with surprise. 

"Pome In!" called the Honorable 
Tony to those who stood In dark- 
ness. And they came In. First 
there came a small plump, swarthy 
gentleman In immaculate while lin- 
en. lie had small, fat hands adorn- 
ed with three superb emeralds. 
About his head was a turban of 
fine red Silk, pierced liy a brooch 
in whit It crouched another emer- 
ald huge as « pigeon egg. In one 
fat little hand he held a pair of 
white ki«l gloves and a small hand- 
kerchief hadlv crumpled; In the oth- 
er a swaggei stick of elsiny banded 
with smooth gold. Behind him came 
10 gigantic figures In Incredible 

prrwn uniforms. I.anterns swung 
from their great paws and in the 
gilded holsters at their waists the 
mother-of-pearl handles of the fa- 
mous automatics gleamed like the 
milky way. 

The British adviser rose easily to 
his feet. 

“Tour majesty:” he saluted with 
precisely the correct inflection of 
gratified amazement. 

“Excellincy!” Ills majesty's ac- 
cent was more British than the Hon- 
orable Tony's, hut he purred in his 
throat, which is not done. ‘We 
wore alarmed by the good Ghundi's 
report of > ir health. You suff> r?" 

“Oh, Ghundi's overdone it,” pro- 
tested the Honorable Tony, all cour- 
teous regret. ‘I'm no end sorry 
that you’ve had all this bother. 
Nothing in the world the matter 
but a rather si iff p of fever. 1 
was going to turn in another min- 
ute, and sleep It off 

“We will drive off this pestilen 
tlal fever with three good rubbery 
and four good drinks.” his majesty 
suggested “Ahmet will fetch your 
coat It is in your room? Ahmet!” 

The Honorable Tony moved more 
swiftly than Ahmet. He laid one 

hand on the handle of the bedroom 
door. 

“1 do honestly feel too rotten bad 
to last out even a hand.” lie said 
pleasantly. “I’ll lie fit as a fiddle 
In the morning and entirely at 
your majesty's disposal, but for to- 
night I'm going to ask you to it 
ruse me." 

"llut tonight we will most cer- 
tainly not excuse you." His im- 
perial majesty replied amiably. 
“Nii. no, on the contrary. Tonight 
excellency, we are tjmte through. 
Stand aside. 1 beg > oil When Ah 
met fetches yout excellency s boots, 
he will also fetch your excellency's 
lady." 

I 

The Honorable Toney gave a 
shout of astounded delight, 

My hat!" he cried, "But this is 
simply gorgeous Just what are 

you goir.g to do if I don't stand 
aside?" 
"Shoot you where you stand. 
Com»> come. We are over patient." 
.The Honorable Tony sighed beati- 

fic tally. 
"Ob. come now, shooting me 

down in this casual way—what do 
you think the British government's 
going to make of it?" 

■'Nothing." replied the British 
Government's loyal ally blandly, 
"in due time the proper authorities 
will l>e informed that you w- re lost 
overboard on an expedition after 
crocodiles, and your body waa not 

recovered. I do not believe that 
the loss will afflict the govern- 
ment so deeply as you imagine." 

The Honorable Tony's manner 

changed abruptly to cold insolence. 
"And that's enough." he said. 

"Take your army and be <^ff Ke- 
meniber that we re in the twentieth 
century, not the Adtlphi Theater." 

“We are In Asia." said IBs Im- 
perial Majesty "Life is good. Ex- 
celiency. and death, a long and 
dreary affair. The woman is not 
worth it—a gutter rat out of the 
music halls Bland aside 1 beg?' 

"My mother was from the music 
halls," said the HonOtrable Tony. “5 
have half a mind to mop up the 
floor with you before X turn in." 

"You are a brave man." said His 
Imperial Majesty equably, "and a 

fool Hr turned to the black and 
emerald giants "Attention"’ The 
giants stood very straight, 

"Bendy! said Bbakdi softly. The 
pearl handled automatics flashed 

"Aim!" said Khak it with a flick 
cf the handkerchief toward the 

It >'nt(unni tm I'tct tight 1 

"Vou may ask questions about this 
and about that. but never, never, 
never must you intelligently ques- 
tion and be intelligently answered 
just here."' 

It didn't at all seem to matter 
Ihat we had to live, and this was 
a ha sic part of life. And so we were 
drive., to find out guiltily what 
should have been given us. cleanly, 
freely, at the first sign of awak- 
ened interest. No! I think the 
young folk today are cleaner than 
we were. 

Public Servitude and l nderhand 
Mastery. 

It is better—eugenically lietter— 
that boy and girl should come to 
manhood and womanhood, as they 
are doing today, with a .sense of 
equality. He w ill not be master, she 
will not be a restive and rebellious 
servant, indemnifying herself for 
her public servitude in many an 
underhand piece of mastery. The 
promise for their children I- 1 

ett®r 
now than it has been. 

Let u* strive for the intuitions of 
the future, rather than rest so su- 

pinely with the smaller lights of 
the paM! Man Is not an o ean and 
woman a tributary stream. But 
woman, too, is an ocean Man is 
hot a sun and Woman a trev-n. but 
woman, too. Is a sun Our day 
glimpses this, and a future day shall 
see it far more fully. Man and wo- 
man are interpenetrative luminaries. 

Ethnic unlikeness. class and caste 
difference, economic and religious 
and social differences— w® hear the 
alarm hells ringing here in the 
I'nited States that, if they were 
found.-d for anything. w®re not 
founded for those alarm hells, but 
for the wedding bells of difference! 
"Expanding and swift, henceforth. 
Elecents. brad adjustments, tur- 

bulent. qubk and audacious 
A word primal again, visijs ■ f 

glory incessant and branching. 
A new race d'lr.ittating prev. us 

ones and grander far 
Americans and Intermarriage. 
Mo have had from many sources 

lately a lot of assert! n as to the 
vast superioritv in th® destines of 
America of the "old Angle, Saxon 
strain and of th® necessity some- 
hoh- of keeping this authoritative, 
poweiful and pure I dor t 
see it. 

America is a great place, hut 
America Is a part * f the world The 
world is a gruujer place than Amer- 
ica- Foik Who have lived in Amer- 
ica for 190. ffs't. 300 vear< are verv 

estimable folk, but folk who have 
lived In America only £§, 15 10, 
five or one year, living the rest f 
the time in another part of the 
earth, are also very estimable f. Ik 

Persons whose parents ana gr.r i- 
parents sp. ke the English tongue 
are splendid persons let: p- -• a 

whose par.-nts and grandparer s 

spoke other tongues are a is.. -pleo- 
J-d persons. The Angle Sax r 1 -• t 
all the history all th- u!u:-e Th» 
Nordic races haven't i: ai! The 
Eur.penn hasn't It all 

Why under the s\;n—an i u> r 

the American Eagle too—sh.'uldr t 
there marry on this noil English 
and Russian. Scotch and Italian 
French and Hungarian. Welsh and 
German. Irish r.d Greek S ’• 

vian and Spaniard Jewish i 
Gentile? 

* All Races Are I ampsoiMh." 
As Americans—by evcrv canon T 

our own best concern of ourselves- 
we are concerned with a huge an I 
thorough synthesis, not with p. 
petuation at the cost of nit 
of any one particular stock Much 
of the talk today is preposterous. 
For a trouble-breeder there i- t -th- 

ing in the world to compare with 
the individual or the group that 
sets up a staff against the whole 
and cries. "Here .s the banner.’ 
Come how down to itT' As for 
"pure races” there are no such 
things. AH races? ire compounds 

Filr lone fiTne s- 

group, etnmc. social, economic. re- 

ligious. etc. Propinquity, habit. op- 
perutnity. a number of cotsai-ra- 
tions, make for that. There s no 
danger at all of a wholesale, me- 
chanical. too hast? admixture 

The very point is that there shall 
not be a mechanical and wholcsaV 
bondage anywhere. *T enslave y.-u 
and you ensatve me and so we shall 
all be enslave,!”' Itut what is 
w shed is freedom, full freedom t 
choice, man and woman. And if 
that freedom leads to marriage out 
side any specified group— still it s 

freedom, and a loving belief that 
deep within us there is. in these 
things a deep guidance 

(Cer ji.sk t isrsi 

X,-xt week ••*'• vowing i M 
band Three Prinyples of Mil's 
t a.o ’. The Stultifying Strangle 
Hold of the Woman Who Holds 
Her Family too Close Ri Mary 
Roberts Kmeh.uk. 


